
Setting up your visit in advance benefits you 
and the college. By planning ahead, you 
will have the opportunity to make special 
requests, such as touring the first-year 

residence halls or speaking with a particular faculty member. In turn, 
the college will be able to tell you about any specific events or sessions 
available to you on the date you wish to visit.

Scheduling your visit ahead of time also ensures that you make the 
most of every minute you have on campus. For instance, if you arrive 
with an itinerary in mind, you will not have to rush around to get all 
the information you need. One final piece of advice…try to schedule 
your visit when classes are in session so you can spend the day really 
learning what it is like to be a student.

AT RENSSELAER, we look forward to welcoming you and your family 
to campus, where you can attend an information session and take a 
student-led tour. We will also do our best to personalize your visit by 
accommodating any special requests that you may have. To schedule        
a visit, please go to our website at https://info.rpi.edu/visit or call        
(518) 276-6216.
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TIP #1
Schedule 
your visit.

Prepared by Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

CAMPUS VISIT TIPS
PROVEN

How can you be sure that 
you are getting the most 
out of your campus visits?

Simply follow the strategies in this 
guide. You will quickly discover 
five established ways to maximize 
your visits and come away with 
information essential to finding the 
right college or university for you!

https://info.rpi.edu/visit


Before you visit, familiarize yourself with the school’s 
website. Look into academics (majors, class size, freshman 
courses), facilities (research labs, libraries, residence 
halls), social scenes (clubs, concerts, intramural sports), 
or anything else that interests you. The more you learn 
ahead of time, the more productive your visit will be. Plus, 
you can use the knowledge you have acquired to impress 
admissions counselors and other school officials.

You may also want to search 
the web for student blogs. 
Although these can be        
one-sided, they can provide 

insights you will not find elsewhere…just remember to 
keep an open mind and reach your own conclusions 
once you visit. Lastly, speak with friends or family 
who attend the college you are considering. Firsthand 
accounts from your peers–either online or in person–
are a great way to get to know a school.

AT RENSSELAER, you will find a complete college 
experience. From our strong academics to  
our lively campus in Troy, New York, you will have 
everything you need to make your college years 
remarkable. To learn more, go to www.rpi.edu.

After you have toured the campus with a guide, you can 
maximize your visit by going on your own unofficial tour. See 
the student fitness center. Lose yourself in groups of students 
walking across the campus. Pick up a student newspaper to 
find out what is happening. Visit the bookstore. Check out 
whatever interests you!

If possible, try to do these things by yourself (like an actual 
student would). An easy way to accomplish this is to have 
your parents take a short trip to the financial aid office to 
gather information on tuition, room and board, and scholarship 
options. By spending some time on your own, you will be 
better able to imagine yourself as part of the community.

AT RENSSELAER, we have many ways for our students to 
enjoy themselves, including first-run movies, a 32,000-square-
foot fitness center, and 200 clubs, sports, and organizations. In 
fact, nearly 85 percent of students are involved in at least one 
on-campus club.
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TIP #2
Do your 

homework.

TIP #3
Go exploring.

http://www.rpi.edu/
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Relax. The preceding tips will ensure that you 
are prepared, so the only thing left to do is to 
be the self-assured, intelligent person you know 
you are. Introduce yourself with a firm, confident 

handshake. Be candid and conversational when you speak. Use the research 
you have done (see Tip #2) to strike up conversations. Show the people you 
meet that you are a natural leader–someone they would be proud to have 
attend their college.

Do not hesitate to ask tough, provocative questions. Most colleges will 
appreciate your motivation and forethought. It is important never to lose 
sight of the fact that this visit is your opportunity to get the answers you 
need to determine whether this is the right school for you.

AT RENSSELAER, you will meet students from all walks of life with many 
interests. We are a community of individuals. As such, we are interested in 
getting to know you, and we look forward to doing exactly that when you visit.

When you visit a college that 
you really like, stay in touch. 
Within a week of visiting, send 
an email to people you spoke 
with or–better yet–write a short 
personal note. If you promised 
to submit a reference or other 
piece of information, return 
it immediately. Do not catch 
yourself saying, “The  

ball is in their court now.” If you are interested in a  
particular school, take action.

Also, look for additional occasions to experience the 
campus–open houses, visit weekends, guest lecturers, 
sporting events, etc. It is often a good idea to visit a school 
more than once. After all, choosing your school is a major 
decision, and being selective is the only way to ensure that 
you have the most rewarding college experience possible!

AT RENSSELAER, we want you to get everything you need out 
of your visit. Please feel free to ask for contact information from 
any Rensselaer representative. You may also call our Office of 
Admissions at (518) 276-6216 with any questions.

TIP #4
Be yourself.

TIP #5
Follow up.



•  Bring a list of questions

• Eat a meal in the dining hall

•  Get information on financial aid

•  Wear comfortable walking shoes

•  Speak with a professor

•  Talk to students

•  Take notes

•  Smile and make eye contact

•  Get a map of the college

•  Ask for school publications to 
take home

•  Sit in on a class or two

•  Check into meal plans

•  Visit early

•  Take pictures

•  Catch a sporting event

•  Listen to the college radio station

•  Read the student newspaper

•  Look into clubs and organizations

•  Investigate the surrounding town 
or city

•  Have fun

20 keys to a successful visit

To plan a campus visit, please go to our website at 
https://info.rpi.edu/visit or call (518) 276-6216.

We look forward to seeing you on campus!

RENSSELAER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE

We hope the information in this guide helps 
you decide which college is right for you. In the 
meantime, we invite you to visit Rensselaer to 
discover the distinct advantages available to you 
and to see what all of the excitement is about.

Named a Top STEM College 
From individual top-ranked schools and 
programs, such as our School of Architecture 
(DesignIntelligence Quarterly), Engineering (U.S. 
News & World Report), and Game and Simulation 
Arts and Sciences programs (The Arts Career 
Project/GameDesigning.org), to the entirety of the 
Institute, a Rensselaer education is highly regarded, 
which translates to high hiring rates for graduates.

Rated One of the Top 50 National Universities 
U.S. News & World Report 
At Rensselaer, you will have the opportunity to 
conduct groundbreaking research, learn from some 
of the world’s greatest minds, become friends with 
other motivated students, and have the college 
experience of a lifetime.

Has One of the World’s Most Powerful  
University-Based Supercomputers 
Rensselaer recently opened the Center for 
Computational Innovations, one of the world’s 
most powerful university-based supercomputers. 
The center was made possible through a 
partnership among RPI, IBM, and the state of   
New York.

Find out for yourself why Rensselaer 
stands out in so many areas–schedule 
a visit today!

https://info.rpi.edu/visit



